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lEiegetical jMes. 



John ii : 32-45..— Vs. 32. A regret, not a reproach. Humanly speak- 
ing, Jesus could not have come before Lazarus died. — Vs. 33. " Indig- 
nation" (R. V. mg.) at the hypocritical sorrow of Jews who doubt his 
affection for Lazarus (vs. 37) and plot against Jesus (vs. 46). — Vss. 39 f. 
Martha trusts Jesus against universal experience (cf. vss. 26 f.). Sermon 
topic : We believe Christ's teachings, because of personal faith in him. 
— Vss. 41 f. Thanksgiving for empowerment to revive Lazarus, uttered 
aloud to assure the glory to God and attest the Messiahship of Jesus. 

John 12:1-11. — Vss. 2f. "They," probably the people of Bethany, 
using Simon's house (Mark 14 : 3) because it was large. " Spikenard," 
literally "pistic," i. <?., genuine, nard, as adulteration was common. 
"Feet" were anointed only for burial. — Vs. 5. "300 denarii," $50, 
not an unusual price, though a year's wages of a laborer (Matt. 20 : 2). — 
Vs. 7. Her love presages his death, and the exceptional character of this 
last opportunity justifies her apparent prodigality. Sermon topic: 
Exceptional occasions sanction extraordinary sacrifices. — Vss. 9 f. Show 
what occasioned the triumphal entry, unaccounted for in the synoptics. 

John 13 : 1-17. — Vss. 1 ff. The parting intensifies his love. His self- 
humiliation (vss. 4f.) is emphasized by recognition of his position as 
the only Savior, come from God, and going to God, to whom are con- 
fided all the power and work of redemption. — Vs. 8 implies that 
nothing can justify Jesus' act. Peter has the pride of his lowly position 
and an unteachable self-will, averse to accept a service of humiliation 
from Jesus. Sermon topic : We cannot have fellowship with Christ, 
unless willing humbly to be served by his humiliation. — Vs. 10. He 
who is saved from sin needs cleansing only from the defilement inci- 
dent to his daily walk and conduct (cf. Matt. 6:12). — Vs. 13. 
Christ's dignity (not abandoned vs. 6) gives the foot-washing the 
strength of its significance and exemplary application (cf. Mark 
10: 43ft. ; 1 Tim. 5 : 10 ; 1 John 3: 16). 

John 14 : 1-14. — Vs. 1 . " Trust God who orders my going, and me, 
who know its results." — Vs. 3. His going is necessary for preparation, 
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and so for returning to welcome them to eternal reunion. — Vs. 6. Ser- 
mon topic : Jesus is the way to God, because he is the Truth, the reve- 
lation of God, and this because he is the Life, the embodiment and 
source of spiritual life. Christianity's first recorded name was "The 
Way" (Acts 19:9,23; 24:14). — Vss. 8f. Philip asks a resplendent 
theophany of the divine fatherhood, which Jesus had revealed morally, 
that is, really. — Vss. i2f. Their works would be "greater," having 
wider and deeper spiritual effect, "because Christ goes to the Father," 
and freed from the limitations of his earthly life, in his place of power 
at God's right hand, and through intercession with the Father, he will 
speed their work. " In my name," i. e., in the same spirit and for the 
same end as Jesus prayed and worked. 

John 14: 15-27. — Vss. 15ft. Love to an infallible superior naturally 
teaches obedience, which insures the coming of another Advocate, 
Helper (not Comforter) in Christ's place. — Vss. i8ff., like 16 : 16-27, 
are best referred to Christ's resurrection-reunion with the disciples, 
which merges into his continued spiritual presence with them, of which 
it was the object-lesson and assurance. — Vss. 22 ff. Jude wonders what 
occasions this change of plan from the near glorious advent he anti- 
cipates. Further explanation shows the manifestation is essentially 
spiritual, and so "not to the world." — Vs. 27. He bequeaths to them 
his filial peace, tranquil trust in the Almighty as his own Father. Ser- 
mon topic : We may inherit Christ's peace by trust in the Father through 
him. C. J. H. Ropes. 

Bangor Theological Seminary, 
Bangor, Me. 

Luke 11 : 37-42. — The neglected baptism. — Invited to a Pharisee's 
house, Jesus neglected the customary ablution, and thus failed to perform 
what was regarded as a sacred rite preparatory to the meal. When the 
host showed that he was surprised and shocked at such irreverence, 
Jesus mercilessly rebuked him and his party for paying great attention 
to the outside, while culpably neglecting the more important inside. 
Cups and dishes were finely polished, but they were filled with things 
secured by robbery and oppression of the poor. The body was care- 
fully washed, but the inner life was not purged of greed, injustice, and 
heartlessness. Tithes were scrupulously paid, but justice and love 
were disregarded. Viands and wine wrongly obtained do not become 
clean food by washing the cups and the platters. Baptismal waters do 
not cleanse a dirty soul. Large donations, systematically and punctil- 
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iously given, even for the holiest ends, cannot atone for crimes against 
justice and mercy in the getting of wealth. The contents of the dish, 
the life filling the body, must be cleansed by righteousness. And this 
righteousness demands a full return to the poor of that which has been 
taken from them. 

While the translation in Luke, " give that which is within as alms," 
is possibly not as close to the presumable Aramaic original as would 
be, " purify what is within by righteousness," the interpretation in Luke 
is undoubtedly correct, and quite in harmony with the thought of Jesus. 
A double entendre was intended : Get rid of your ill-gotten wealth ; 
then your food will be as clean as your dishes. Get rid of avarice and 
self-indulgence; then your souls will be as clean as your bodies, both 
of which came from the same Creator's hand, and your ceremonies will 
not seem so important to you. Deal honestly and kindly with your 
fellow-men ; then your income will be smaller, but your gifts have 
larger meaning. 

The saying is abbreviated in Matt. 23:25, 26. " Purify " is correct ; 
but the additional word in Luke is not to be ascribed to an overweening 
interest in the poor on the part of the third evangelist. It is too clearly 
in harmony with the Master's thought on the subject of wealth, as 
unquestioned sayings of his show, and the first gospel too often gives 
what is manifestly a later " spiritual " touch. 

It is not likely that Jesus himself told his disciples what he had said 
on this occasion. Nor is it probable that the outraged company perpetu- 
ated the remarks. It may be that some disciple not mentioned was 
invited with the Master. Or the episode may have been told by some 
servant. 

Some of the more obvious suggestions of the story may be set 
down : (1) Jesus recognized that it is more important that a man should 
have only such an income as, with just and kindly regard for his fellow- 
men, may be considered as the fruit of his work, than that he should know 
how to spend wisely, graciously, and for noble ends what by question- 
able methods he can put his hands upon. (2) Jesus recognized that 
baptisms and similar rites, whether merely conventional or given a 
religious significance, are of vastly less importance than righteous and 
merciful conduct, and may be neglected when emphasis upon the spirit 
is demanded. (3) Jesus recognized that a false sense of indebtedness, 
or a counterfeit of true courtesy, must never prevent him who would 
be a servant of God from expressing, with all the force of his convic- 
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tion, his disapproval of unjust and unmerciful methods of acquiring 
and preserving wealth. Nathaniel Schmidt. 

Cornell University. 

John 3: 6. — "That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit." While persons are obviously 
here referred to, as the context shows, yet the neuter is used to express 
the universal application of the statement. It is the Master's declara- 
tion of the scientific principle that like begets like. 

The flesh may mean (1) the soft substance of a living body, (2) the 
body as a whole, (3) a living creature, or (4) the earthly nature of man. 
The reference here is probably to the second sense, because (1) Nico- 
demus had spoken of mere physical generation, and (2) the contrast 
now involved in Jesus' utterance is stronger with this meaning. Spirit 
is immaterial. 

Hence, without exhausting the meaning of this text, it plainly 

teaches : (1) the broad distinction between mere matter and matter 

pervaded with spirit ; (2) the uniformity of law, both physical and 

spiritual ; (3) the limitation of the physical ; and (4) by contrast, the 

freedom of the spiritual in the kingdom invisible. 

Alfred Williams Anthony. 
Cobb Divinity School. 

Matthew 9:14-17. — Jesus treats the question of vss. 14, etc., as a 
double question : (1) " Why do we fast ? " (2) " Why do not thy 
disciples fast ? " He answers the second question first : " The bride- 
groom is now with my disciples ; therefore for them to fast would be 
an insincere formality." 

He then answers the question which was less interesting, but more 

important to his questioners : " Ye fast because ye belong to the old 

system, with its sadness and anxieties. For you, unbroken festal joy 

would be insincere." Jesus thus teaches that a sincere liberalism and a 

sincere conservatism may each render acceptable and useful service. 

W. H. Ryder. 
Andover Theological Seminary. 

Revelation 21 : lb. — "And there was no more sea." To appreciate 
these words the reader must exile himself, become the companion of 
the apostle, and on the lone island of Patmos listen with him through 
tedious days and nights to the wearisome monotony of the waves. 
He must feel himself an exile. The apostle is describing heaven. As 
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he drew nearer and nearer to the end of life, more and more his eye 
lifted itself over the horizon of the present. 

These words are probably intended to teach first, negatively: (i) 
not that in heaven there will be no more death, for, though the sea is 
" one vast burying-ground," comparatively few are lost at sea, while in 
reality the waters of the oceans teem with life. Moreover, vs. 4 
explicitly states that there shall be no more death. (2) Neither can 
they mean that there shall be no more curse; for the sea is a great 
blessing to man. Compare also Rev. 22:3. 

But positively: (1) that there shall be no more instability, incon- 
stancy, and agitation. For what is more unstable than water ! The 
slightest breeze blowing over its smooth surface agitates it. Even the 
quiet moon disturbs it. In heaven, on the contrary, all is calm, and 
rest, and peace. (2) That there shall be no more isolation. Heaven is 
to be with God. Where he is there can be no isolation or loneliness. 

George L. Robinson. 

McCormick Theological Seminary. 

Psalm no : 4. — 1. This verse presents the priestly side of the Mes- 
siah's work. The rest of the psalm is concerned with the kingly work. 

2. In the phrase "after the order of Melchizedek" it must be 
remembered (a) that, as Melchizedek was primarily a king, so is this 
hero ; (b) that, as Melchizedek, though a king, exercised priestly func- 
tions, so this king is given priestly privileges ; (c) therefore, to make 
the psalm originally refer to a Maccabean ruler transposes the empha- 
sis, for the Maccabees were first priests and then princes — priests after 
the order of Aaron, who, therefore, did not need to be declared priests 
after a different order. 

3. Why is the subject of this psalm made a priest ? Because the 
war described is a holy one, and (a) in such a war all objects were devoted 
or put under the ban (cf. Jos. 6 : 17, 18) ; (p) banned or devoted objects 
became the Lord's and the priest's (Numb. 18 : 14 ; Lev: 27 : 28 ; Jos. 
6:19); (c) hence the warrior king is endowed with an office which gives 
him absolute control over the spoils of war. 

Homiletic suggestions : (1) The Messiah is one who can command 
royal resources for purposes of conquest, but (2) he is a king with 
unique powers. He holds what he wins as a holy possession because 
he is a priest. (3) His priestly power shall never end. This gives 
security and stability. No one will ever be able to pluck his people 
out of his hand. A. S. Carrier. 

McCormick Theological Seminary. 



